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Undertaking research, and in particular medical research, had undergone a quantum leap since the advent of the era of Information & Communication Technology (ICT), particularly the Internet. The Internet has opened a virtual global library that is accessible to anyone with a computer and a reliable telephone connection. This has bridged the previous divide in information access particularly faced by medical personnel in rural settings.  With the availability of certain journals that offer free full text access and the use of subscription based journal access, visiting the library for literature searches and to retrieve journal articles is fast becoming an outmoded practice. Research has also been facilitated by e-mail communications that has enabled rapid peer review discussion in real time. ICT has also enabled manuscripts to be submitted with ease and rapidly to the respective journal editorial board. The peer review process of submitted manuscripts through ICT has enabled manuscripts to be evaluated promptly and the decision made known to authors in much shorter turnaround time. All these advances had provided the impetus for medical staff to be involved in conducting research based activities in their respective fields.

The caution in this explosion of information access is the need for expertise to sift through the vast amounts of information in the Internet. If this is not managed correctly, the possibility of information overload might be daunting to a novice researcher. The other challenge is to be aware of the ease of plagiarism for less ethical researchers, which is now becoming an issue of concern in educational institutions. The ease and rapidity of communication will also require the need for the understanding of accepted Internet etiquette in e-correspondence, as there is always the possibility of miscommunication and wrongly interpreted messages.

On the whole, the advent of ICT has opened a new challenging world for medical research that is accessible to all medical personnel irrespective of their geographical location. The challenge now is to open the minds of medical personnel to this opportunity and to change their mind set to be actively involved in research, which was previously thought to be the domain of the academia. 
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